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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Wicked Sex is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Wicked Sex consists in the main of three photo-stories made up of explicit depictions 
of sexual activities, accompanied by a limited amount of text in English, French and 
German. One of the stories shows women engaged in the activity known as ‘fisting’, 
where the whole hand is inserted into the vagina. The activity is presented in a 
contrived and artificial manner which gives it the appearance of a stunt rather than a 
genuine sexual interaction. The prominence given to depictions of the activity, which 
take up a large part of the magazine and include a double-page spread and other full- 
page depictions, places the women on display as freaks. The presentation degrades 
and demeans the women involved. Other matters of concern include close-focus 
depictions of the genitals of participants in sexual activities and photographs which 
show the labia splayed by a hand for the camera. The effect of these images is 
dehumanising. Text throughout the magazine uses explicit and often demeaning 
language to describe sexual activities. 

The Classification Office has weighed the competing considerations of the issues 
raised above, and the rights and freedoms set out in si4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). The Classification Office is of the opinion that the extent 
and degree of degrading, dehumanising and demeaning sexual conduct depicted in 
Wicked Sex, and the manner in which the magazine portrays such material, renders 
the availability of the magazine likely to be injurious to the public good. The limitation of 
the rights and freedoms contained in si4 of the NZBR Act is justified in order to prevent 
this injury. 
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